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In this kit you will find: 

 What we are doing and why 

 Campaign ideas - what you can do 

 A fact sheet about the benefits of quality ECE 

 Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

High Quality ECE – Making Learning Visible 

What we are doing and why:  

Early childhood education is one of the best investments a country can make, and yet the 

current government has been cutting ECE funding for several years now, eating away at 

quality.  

We want to get early childhood education, quality, qualified teachers, and the funding that 

supports them, clearly on the agenda so that all governments are committed to these things, 

and that the community demands that level of government support.  

In Stage 1 of our campaign, we want our kindergarten teachers to be articulating the quality 

message in our kindergartens, in conversations with families, in newsletters, on Facebook 

and in kindergarten displays so that our families know and recognise the value of what we 

do. That means making learning visible, and linking learning with qualified teachers and with 

funding.  

This kit will give some information and messages about how we can do this more 

systematically across all our kindergartens, and to promote understanding within our 

families.  

At a later stage (Stage 2), we will look for those teachers who want to engage directly with 

MPs to talk about the issues, and those who want to get involved in social media campaigns. 

At this stage, it’s about you focussing on making learning visible with your families and with 

the wider community. 
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Campaign Ideas – what you can do 

 Make quality teaching and learning visible in your kindergarten - as much as you can.  

Link visible learning with qualified teachers. Display your qualifications.  

 Keep promoting quality education – in your newsletter, on facebook, on your 

whiteboard, on your walls, in discussion with families, at your whānau evenings.  

Make it clear that qualifications are part of the quality difference. Tell your families 

they need to support funding for quality ECE.   

 Make sure you have a facebook page – this is an easy and cheap way to 

communicate with many of our families.  

 We are collecting a list of email addresses of parents who want to be involved in 

campaigning. If anyone approaches you, encourage them to join the Whānau 

Manaaki Facebook page and forward their email address to 

alysha.nichol@wmkindergartens.org.nz   

 Outside of kindergarten, talk to your friends and through your own social networking, 

make sure you spread the word.  

 Invite your local MPs to events you’re having – see attached list  

 

Here is a list of electorate MPs  

Dunne, Peter  United Future, Ōhāriu 

Guy, Nathan  National Party, Ōtaki 

Robertson, Grant Wellington Central  

Mallard, Trevor Labour Party, Hutt South 

King, Annette Labour Party, Rongotai 

Hipkins, Chris Labour Party, Rimutaka 

Faafoi, Kris Labour, Mana  

Scott, Alastair National Party, Wairarapa 

Whaitiri, Meka Labour Party, Ikaroa-Rāwhiti 

Some of the Wellington, Kapiti and Wairarapa based list MPs 

Hughes, Gareth Green Party, List 

Little, Andrew Labour Party, List 

Logie, Jan Green Party, List 

Mark, Ron NZ First, List 

Shaw,  James Green Party, List 

Chris Bishop  National Party, List 

You can get contact details here: 
http://www.parliament.nz/en- nz/mpp/mps/contact/00InknoMPScontact1/contact-lists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP271/dunne-peter
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP2561/guy-nathan
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP2811/robertson-grant
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP671/mallard-trevor
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP581/king-annette
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP2871/hipkins-chris
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP3091/faafoi-kris
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP3491/scott-alastair
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP3401/whaitiri-meka
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP3071/hughes-gareth
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP3181/little-andrew
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP3191/logie-jan
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP691/mark-ron
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/mps/current/51MP3571/shaw-james
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Fact sheet  
The evidence shows that quality early childhood education makes a difference for 

all children, but especially for the most disadvantaged children.  

It makes a difference in terms of: 

 Children starting school ready to learn  

 Developing social skills  

 Developing dispositions or habits of thinking and behaving such as co-operation, 

problem solving, leadership, curiosity, etc.  

 Children having better health outcomes  

 Higher earning potential 

 Less likely to be dependent on benefits, or involved in crime.  

The National-led government commissioned a task force to look at early childhood education 

in 2011, which found that ECE is one of the best investments a government can make, 

returning between $3 and $16 for every dollar spent.  It found that high quality ECE reduces 

negative spending in areas such as health, justice and welfare. It contributes to better 

education and employment levels.  

“Providing high quality early childhood education to children is one of the best 

investments that any society can make. “ 

“….high quality services and access for all children will have a transformative effect 

on ….educational achievement…. This is how great societies are built and how great 

societies sustain themselves.” 
 (Early Childhood Taskforce report, 2011) 

 

In 2012, after the funding cuts, Te Tari Puna Ora – now Te Rito Maioha – commissioned 

research from Dr Anne Meade to compare centres with 100 per cent qualified teachers, with 

other centres. Here’s what she found:  

“Children in 100 per cent qualified centres are more likely to have  learning 

conversations with teachers, to participate in shared sustained thinking with teachers, 

and to engage in complex play.“ 

Quotes from the Dunedin study TV programme, Why am I? :    

From early childhood, “warm sensitive stimulating environments set people up on a really 

good life trajectory.”  

“The early years are absolutely critical for how a person’s life turns out.”  

“If you really want to make a difference for people, intervening early and getting it right is the 

key. That’s where your money should go. That’s where your focus should be, those early 

years – they’re seminal in all sorts of ways“ 

Professor Richie Poulton, director of the Dunedin Multidisciplinary study    
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FAQ sheet  
The government says it is spending more on early childhood education than 

ever before. Is this true?  

It is true but misleading. The government is spending more because more children are 

taking part in early childhood education and for longer hours. But the amount per child per 

hour is still less than it was in 2008.  Kindergartens lost up to 14 per cent of their funding 

when the government cut the funding 2011 and this has never been restored.  In addition, 

since 2011, the government has not increased the funding in line with inflation – several 

years of effective cuts.   

Here’s a list that explains what has happened:  

 2011   14% reduction in funding (around $4.5 million for our kindergartens)  

 2012   No increase to base funding  

 2013   No increase to base funding (salary component - which is most of the funding)   

 2014   No increase to base funding (salary component)  

 2015   No increase to base funding 

 2016   No increase to base funding  

The current funding rate of $11.77 per child funded hour is less than the $12.26 we received 

in July 2008 for children in services with an all-day license with 100 per cent qualified 

teachers.   

The government says sessional kindergartens are still funded for 100 per cent 

teachers. Is this true?  

Again, it is technically true but misleading. There are almost no sessional kindergartens now 

as any service with sessions longer than four hours is not on a sessional license. Those on 

an all-day license are funded at a higher rate, but they have higher teacher ratios and thus 

higher costs.  

The government says it is targeting funding to priority children and this gives a bigger 

return for government spending. Is this true?  

We know that all children benefit from quality early childhood education. The government is 

pushing participation without ensuring quality and the evidence shows there is no benefit 

from poor quality education and it can be harmful.  

Also, universal funding means low income families are more likely to participate than with 

targeted funding.  

The government says there is no evidence that a 100 per cent qualified workforce 

makes a difference.  

This is simply not true. Local and international research points to the value of qualified 

teachers.   Research carried out to specifically test whether 100 per cent is better than 80 

per cent found that 100 per cent centres did a better job.  

Of course there are other factors involved in quality – including professional development, 

collaborative working environments and good working conditions. These things are more 

likely to occur with 100 per cent qualified teams.  
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High quality ECE provides the most returns for government spending as it is 

associated with better educational and social outcomes. All families should have 

access to quality.  

Government says ECE is more affordable than in 2007 – is that true?   

That is true – but it is selective use of statistics by choosing the 2007 date to make the 
comparisons.  The 20 hours free policy  introduced under a Labour government (now called 
the 20 hours ECE policy) made ECE more affordable than before, for three and four year 
olds attending centres other than kindergartens . (Kindergartens have always been 
affordable)  But compared to 2010, we are still behind. 


