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In this issue:  
  K e e p i ng  K in d e rg a rt e n s  S t r on g  

  W h a t  C a n  F a m i l i e s  D o  t o  H e l p?  

  B o a r d  

  H utt  C i t y  K in d e rg a rt e n s  

  W h a t ’ s  H a p p e n i ng  a t  K i n d e r g a r -
t e n?  

 

Hello  -  Kia Ora -  Talofa lava -  
Kia Orana - Fakaalofa lahi atu -  
Malo e lelei - Malo ni - Talofa -  
Ni Sa Bula Vinaka - Ming la ba -  
Hola - la Orana - Halo ola keta -  

Mauri - Sabaidee - Namaste 

WHAT CAN FAMILIES  DO TO HELP? 

This term Whānau Manaaki Kindergartens has been involved in 
a change management project, Keeping Kindergartens Strong,  
to ensure our long term viability with continuing government 
funding cuts.  
 
Some of our kindergartens are moving to longer hours, with 
most now having five six-hour days. We know this will not suit 
everyone, and we are committed to working with individual 
families to try and ensure an option that suits them.           

Please talk to your teachers about any concerns you have. 
 
We also have to save on staffing costs, with many of our  
teachers moving to part-time positions. We have asked for  
volunteers for this process, and we are working with each 
 kindergarten to sort out staffing arrangements.  
 
We thank families for their co-operation and understanding 

during this difficult time.  

KEEPING KINDERGARTENS STRONG 

Kindergartens have been serving our communities since 1905, and we want to keep doing so well into the future. However, 
delivering our service costs money, and our funding per child per hour is less than it was in 2008.  
 
In 2010, the government announced that it did not support having 100 per cent qualified teachers and cut the funding accord-
ingly.   Our two kindergarten associations  (Wellington and Rimutaka Associations as we were then) lost  $5.3 million in that 
first year.  Since then our funding has not kept pace with inflation, effectively 
meaning another  cut this year, and as you know costs continue to rise each 
year. 
 
We want to make sure everyone knows about the importance of early child-
hood education, and about funding it properly so that all children can afford 
to attend.  We are planning to publicise the issues and to talk to MPs from all 
parties about the importance of early education for your children. But we 
need your help, and next year we will tell you how you can be involved in 
speaking up on behalf of our children.  

Here’s a group of our teachers making use of World Teachers Day 
 to speak up for funding for qualified teachers.  

The end of another year!  Where does it go?   We are all looking forward to some summer weather and being able to get outside 
to enjoy  the sunshine and celebrate the end of another year.  Many of our kindergarten children have been putting on end of year 
and Christmas shows for their whānau, and making creative decorations.  Whether it’s being celebrated at home or away, 
Whānau Manaaki  Kindergartens  wish all of our families, whānau and aiga a very Merry Christmas!   Thanks to all of you for 
sending your children to our kindergartens  and for all the support given throughout the year.  We look forward to seeing you back 
at our full day kindergartens on Tuesday, 5 January  and our other kindergartens on Wednesday, 20 January.  



HUTT CITY KINDERGARTENS 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT KINDERGARTEN? 

BOARD 

Board elections were held at the end of September and the 
 following were elected to the Board for 2015-2016:  Pamela 
Malcolm (Chair), Shane La’ulu, Amber Donaldson, Sarah Camp-
bell, Fiona Glen, Amy Weightman, Julie Crawley, Christina Rizos.
  
Effective governance is a pivotal factor in ensuring a strong 
organisation, and it is great that this Association is well served 
by such an effective Board. 

Here’s Upper Hutt Mayor Wayne Guppy washing 
hands with our children at Matariki Kindergarten. 

Onslow Kindergarten has a wall 
of famous New Zealanders 
from different cultural back-
grounds so children can see 
success from their own 
 communities recognised.   
 
Some are household names like 
Gold Medal winner Valerie  
Adams, while others are leaders 
in their own communities, role 
models famous in their  
communities. 

Greytown (far left) and 
Strathmore Park  

Kindergartens  both 
celebrated 60th  

birthdays this term. 

Children and teachers gather to watch new carved pou or poles being welcomed to Ascot Park Kindergarten. 

We reported in last term’s newsletter that Hutt City  
Kindergartens were voting on whether they would merge 
with Whānau Manaaki Kindergartens.  Hutt City Board have 
now confirmed to us that according to votes of its members 
they will not be merging with us.  They have acknowledged 
and thanked Whānau Manaaki for its participation and 
support in this process. 

Want some ideas for free and cheap things to do over the holidays?  
Here’s a link to a Ministry publication which is full of ideas for fun and learning over the break.  

http://www.education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/Play-ideas/Play-ideas-complete-

collection.pdf 

http://www.education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/Play-ideas/Play-ideas-complete-collection.pdf
http://www.education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/Play-ideas/Play-ideas-complete-collection.pdf

