
Tiriti o Waitangi based 
practice

Jenny Ritchie and Paparangi Kindergarten

He aha te mea nui o te ao

He tangata, he tangata, he tangata



How does te Tiriti o 
Waitangi apply to Early 
Childhood Education?



What will be covered in this workshop:
 What is the difference between Te Tiriti o Waitangi and 

bi-cultural practice
 How does multiculturalism fit within Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

practice
 Te Tiriti o Waitangi within Te Whāriki
 Definition of the 4 articles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi
 Examples of what this may look like in practice



What do we mean by Tiriti o Waitangi based 
practice?

How is this different from bi-cultural practice?

How does Multiculturalism fit within Tiriti o Waitangi 
based practice?



Article 1 Te Tiriti o Waitangi
Definition - The chiefs of the Confederation and all the chiefs 
who have not joined that Confederation give absolutely to the 
Queen of England for ever the complete government over their 
land. 
There are two parts: firstly Governance within the 
Kindergarten; secondly self-determination for tamariki and 
whānau.

What examples can you think of in your current practice? 
What other examples can you think of?



Governance



Self Determination



Learning:
Sharing knowledge
Confidence 
Perception of self as capable and confident
Making a contribution to the group
Verbal communication skills – to communicate 
ideas and information
Links between home and kindergarten
PBE – Te Tiriti o Waitangi

Linked to whānau aspirations of gaining 
confidence to share knowledge and leadership



Learning:
Developing further confidence
Perception of self as capable and confident
Making a contribution to the group
Verbal communication skills – to communicate 
ideas and information
Taking an active part in routines
Taking on leadership

Linked to whānau aspirations and prior story





Learning:
Self assessment 
and wanting 
documentation.
Sharing expertise
Leadership
Communication
Value as learner
Communication 
of ideas
Perseverance

Example of self 
determination.



Article 2
Definition - The Queen of England agrees to protect the chiefs, the 
subtribes and all the people of New Zealand in the unqualified 
exercise of their chieftainship over their lands, villages and all their 
treasures. But on the other hand the chiefs of the Confederation and 
all the chiefs will sell land to the Queen at a price agreed to by the 
person owning it and by the person buying it (the latter being) 
appointed by the Queen as her purchase agent. 

What examples can you think of in your current practice? 
What other examples can you think of?











Article 3
Definition - For this agreed arrangement therefore 
concerning the government of the Queen, the Queen of 
England will protect all the ordinary people of New 
Zealand and will give them the same rights and duties of 
citizenship as the people of England.

What examples can you think of in your current practice? 
What other examples can you think of?









Article 4 –
Definition - The Kawana says that all faiths - those of 
England, of the Wesleyans, of Rome, and also Maori custom 
and religion - shall all alike be protected by him.

What examples can you think of in your current practice? 
What other examples can you think of?







Reflection: What culturally based celebrations 
do you have in your Kindergarten? 


