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ANNIVERSARY 

This term we celebrated 
one year since Whānau 
Manaaki Kindergartens was 
formed, from the former 
Wellington and Wairarapa 
Kindergartens. Our name 
(full name, He Whānau  
Manaaki o Tararau Free 
Kindergarten Assn ) means 
“The Caring Family of  
Tararua”.  
 Here’s a photo of our Chief 

Executive ,Officer Amanda 

Coulston with the  

celebratory cake.  

Hutt City Kindergartens are considering joining 

Whānau Manaaki Kindergartens, with the Hutt  

membership due to make a decision late in October.  

Hutt City Kindergartens operates 19 kindergartens. We 

would welcome bringing another organisation into our 

family, to strengthen our voice for children and improve 

our sustainability.  We look forward to hearing the  

decision of Hutt City Kindergartens next month.  

DEVELOPMENTS 

Since 2010, kindergartens have been under serious funding constraints because in that year we lost 14 per cent of 

our budget which amounted to $4.6 million dollars. Since then, we have not had increases that have kept pace with 

inflation, and so this year we are faced with some difficult decisions as we try to keep costs down to live within our 

means. With our biggest cost being teacher salaries, and with our commitment to qualified teachers, our options are 

limited. We want to keep providing affordable accessible quality early education for children and providing a  

professional employment environment for our staff.  We are currently doing a review of all our operations to see 

where we can make savings. 

FUNDING 

BERHAMPORE KINDERGARTEN HELD AN ART EXHIBIT THIS TERM 

“We have been working with the  
dispositions of being creative and  
expressive through our planning. This 
Art Exhibition is the culmination  of that 
work and respects the children’s’  

contributions as real artists’ work “ - 
Margaret, Head Teacher , Berhampore  
Kindergarten 



HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 

AWATEA KINDERGARTEN 

Petone Kindergarten was delighted to receive a whare 
or playhouse made by students from Weltec’s trade 
academy.  The children were left to decorate it them-
selves. Here’s a photo from the Hutt News of children 
and builders admiring the whare.  

Awatea Kindergarten 

changed its name this 

term, from Mungavin Kin-

dergarten.  

Cottle Kindergarten in Upper Hutt has featured in the Dominion 
Post this term in connection with research on healthy eating. 
Here’s an excerpt from the article, which quotes teachers Melissa 
Ross and Carolyn Evans.  
The Upper Hutt Kindergarten had been involved in a Heart  
Foundation healthy eating programme for several years.  
Replacing ultra-processed food such as white bread with fresher 
more natural foods was one thing they encouraged among fami-
lies, Ross said.  
‘We’ve learned a lot about foods, what’s good and what’s not so 
good such as muesli bars and fruit strings.”  
Evans said before the programme was introduced she had seen 
processed foods becoming a more and more common sight in 

the children’s lunchboxes.  
The children had really responded to healthy eating ideas, from being told about food pyramids to growing and using 

produce from the kindergarten garden, Evans said. “They’re recognising what fresh vegetables look like.”  

COTTLE KINDERGARTEN 

PETONE KINDERGARTEN 

We still have plenty of spaces on our holiday  
programme! If you think you might be interested or 
would like more information please contact us here at 
the office on 04 2323069 or email  
Hannah.toomaga@wmkindergartens.org.nz 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, 23 September 2015 starting at 7pm. All  
kindergarten whānau and staff are warmly invited to attend. 
 
Our Guest Speaker will be Clare Wells, Chief Executive  
Officer for NZ Kindergartens, our national voice for  
kindergarten. Clare will talk about the wider political chal-
lenges for the early childhood sector and Kindergarten in 
particular. 
 
The AGM is being held here are the Whānau Manaaki head 
office. The address is Unit F 15 John Seddon Drive, Porirua. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 



Play is not frivolous.  It is not a luxury.  It is not something to fit in after completing all the  
important stuff.  Play is the important stuff.  Play is a drive, a need, a brain-building must-do. 

 
 (From Let Them Play by Jeff A Johnson & Denita Dinger) 


